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MEDLARS 


Phase I of the MEDLARS Project, the preliminary systems 
design, scheduled for completion in February 1962, is now 
approximately half completed. In the interest of closer un- 
derstanding of the objectives and requirements, the General 
Electric contract team and the NLM staff have devoted much 
time to a review of the "Preliminary Performance Specifica- 
tions." A final specifications document has been agreed on, 
and the systems study is proceeding rapidly. 


Much attention has also been given to requirements of 
the input system, to file organization, and detailed compar- 


isons of the capabilities of computers and high-speed output 
printers, for which performance requirements are critical 


Mrs. Claire K. Schultz, Research Associate of the In- 
stitute for the Advancement of Medical Communication, and 
formerly the Manager of Research in Information Retrieval at 
Remington Rand UNIVAC, has joined the NLM MEDLARS team as a 
technical consultant. Mrs. Schultz is the President of the 
American Documentation Institute. 


INTERLIBRARY LOAN SURVEY 


A report covering the nature and extent of the inter- 
library loan services of the National Library of Medicine is 
in preparation. Compiled from data stored on punched cards, 
the report will indicate the serial titles most frequently 
requested, the time period of materials requested, types and 
geographic distribution of borrowing libraries, and other 
elevant statistics. 


Mr. William H. Kurth, Deputy Chief of NLM's Reference 
pervices Division, is conducting this study. Preliminary 
esults confirm earlier hypotheses in some instances, and in 
pthers suggest novel interpretations. The summary report 
ill be available for limited distribution by March 1962. 
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SHELVING PLAN FOR NEW BUILDING 


A basic pattern for shelving the collections in the ney 
National Library of Medicine building has been adopted. The 
factors considered in developing the plan are these: 


Dimensions and structure of the building 

The new building is 276 feet in length and 192 feet in 
width; 188,000 linear feet of shelving are distributed on 
three stacking levels. There are 47,700 linear feet on Level 
A, of which 8,300 feet are reserved for the History of Medi- 
cine Collection. Level B, with 104,000 linear feet, will be 
completely stacked. Level C provides 36,300 linear feet, 





Extent and growth characteristics of the collections 
In the present building the collections require 60,000 
linear feet. The major segments are the serial collection 
26,000 feet); the 20th century monograph collection (9,000 
feet); documents (5,000 feet); the 19th century monograph 
collection (7,000 feet). Characteristics of the growth of 
these classes of material have been plotted and the probable 
shelving requirements for the next twenty-five years have 
been calculated. 








Access to the collections 

On each of the three levels the most accessible shelving 
location is the area around the elevator serving the loan 
desk in the Reading Room. Considering this as a focus, the 
collections will be arranged radially, in accordance with 
the degree of known use. Approximately 70% of demand for 
serials, for example, relates to issues published during the 
last sixteen years. Serials from 1946 to date, therefore, 
will be located around the elevator on Level A. The 20th 
century monographs, subjected to relatively heavy use, will 
be shelved ina preferred location around the elevator on 
Level B. Radiating outward will be other classes of library | 
material (19th century monographs, documents, theses, folios 
etc.), shelved in locations commensurate with the degree of 
their use. Level C will contain serials dated before 1946, 
and periodically a segment of serials will be retired from 
Level A to Level C. 








FOREIGN CURRENCY PROGRAM 


The Deputy Director of the National Library of Medicine 
visited Poland in October as a member of the Public Health 
Service Mission accredited to the Polish Ministry of Health. 
The Mission's purpose was to explore research programs which } 
might be undertaken with funds owing to the United States | 
under the P.L. 480 program. 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE NEWS 
SLL. 

In the interest of improving international communica- 
tion in the medical sciences, Mr. Adams discussed project 
proposals with the Polish Medical Publishers, the Principal 
Medical Library, the Polish Academy of Sciences, the State 
Scientific Publishers, and the Central Institute for Scien- 
tific, Technical, and Economic Documentation. 


Mr. Adams also visited the offices of the Excerpta Med- 
ica Foundation in Amsterdam, the World Health Organization, 
and the newly established National Lending Library for Sci- 
ence and Technology in Boston Spa, Yorkshire, and completed 
his 17-day trip by attending the International Seminar on 
Medical Documentation and Statistics, organized under NATO 
sponsorship and held in Berlin. 


POLISH RESEARCH JOURNALS IN ENGLISH 





The first issue of Acta Biochemica Polonica to be pub- 
lished in English is now o the press. The English version 
was initiated by the National Library of Medicine, cooperat- 
ing with the National Science Foundation, under the P.L. 480 
science translation program. The Polish Biochemical Society 
and the State Scientific Publishers cooperated with the Cen- 
tral Institute for Scientific, Technical, and Economic Docu- 
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mentation, Warsaw, to add to the number of Polish scientific 
journals already published in English. The State Scientific 
Publishers are now engaged in preparing an English version 


of Nuklionika on behalf of the Atomic Energy Commission. 


Copies of the Acta are being distributed to libraries 
participating in the NLM science translation program. 


REGIONAL GROUPS, MLA 


The Southern Regional Meeting of the Medical Library 
Association was held in Austin, Texas, on October 20-21, in 
the Memorial Library of the Texas Medical Association. Mrs. 
Mildred C. Langner, Chief of NLM's Reference Services Divi- 
sion, participated in a symposium on "Public Relations and 
the Library." 


The Midwest Regional Group met in Rochester, Minnesota, 
on October 27-28. Program items included a panel on medical 
book selection led by Thomas E. Keys, Librarian of the Mayo 
Clinic, and a member of the Board of Regents of the National 
Library of Medicine; workshop discussions on current prob- 
lems of medical-dental and of hospital libraries, and an ad- 
dress on Medical Library Education and the National Library 
of Medicine'' by Scott Adams, NLM's Deputy Director. 
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CONFERENCE ON CATALOGUING PRINCIPLES 


Miss M. Ruth MacDonald, Assistant to the NLM Director, 
attended the International Conference on Cataloguing Prin- 
ciples in Paris, October 8-18. Sponsored by I.F.L.A. and 
held at UNESCO, the Conference was attended by approximately 
two hundred representatives from fifty-three countries and 
eleven international organizations. 


The Conference laid the groundwork for the preparation 
of homogeneous library cataloging codes for adoption and 
publication in multiple Languages. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR BIOLOGISTS 
Levin, V.L. Spravochnoe posobie po bibliografii dlia biolo- 


gov. [Bibliography for biologists] Moskva, Akademiia nauk 
SSSR, 1960. 406 p. 





This source-book to the basic literature of biology, 
published by the Institute of Cytology of the Academy of 
Sciences of the USSR, is the first attempt of this kind in 
the Soviet Union. It is an outgrowth of courses in bibliog- 


raphy given by the Leningrad Public Library for students and 
young research workers in biology. 


The bibliography is selective; only the more important 
Russian and foreign bibliographic tools are represented. The 
closing date is 1958, but some 1959 and 1960 imprints were 
added during the printing of the book. The arrangement is 
classified with general tools given first, followed by sub 
ject bibliographies covering the fields of Biochemistry, 
Biophysics, Genetics, Paleontology, Soil Science, Botany, 
Zoology, Microbiology, Parasitology, Physiology, Pathology. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY ON MEDICAL CARE 


A Committee Print entitled Selected list of publications 
the committees of Congress relating to health, medical 
care, medical facilities, and rehabilitation has been issued 
by the Committee on Ways and Means of the U.S. House of Rep- 
resentatives. This 7l-page bibliography covers the period 
1951-61; it was compiled by the Legislative Reference Serv- 
ice of the Library of Congress for use in connection with 
hearings on the President's medical care program. 
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